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Oct 12, 2012 James Rye rated him as liking my holiday reading was Godless: How an evangelical preacher became one of America's leading atheists Dan Barker. I traveled a similar route (albeit in a less publicised way). After the change, from being an evangelical leader, preacher, consultant and author (over 30 years old) to an
unasutious, blogger atheist, I thought it would be interesting to read a human story. I wondered how far Barker's experience would parallel to mine, and if his analysis of his change helped me, My holiday reading was godless: How an evangelical preacher became one of The America's leading atheists, Dane Barker. I traveled a similar
route (albeit in a less publicised way). After the change, from being an evangelical leader, preacher, consultant and author (over 30 years old) to an unasutious, blogger atheist, I thought it would be interesting to read a human story. I wondered how far Barker's experience would parallel with mine, and if his analysis of his change would
help me see his in a new perspective. I'm glad I read it for the rest of the book. The book is divided into four sections: his life as a believer; his loss of faith; detailed reasons for rejecting Christianity; his current work for the Foundation for Freedom of Religion (FFRF). His faith did not go away overnight, and I could certainly identify with the
agony of a period when he felt so hypocritical. On the outside, everything was fine and everyone was looking for christian leadership and teaching, but inside the certainty of his faith moved dramatically. And when faith really disappeared, his experience certainly shed light on my own posture for pretending for so long. Not only have I been
enthinged on the cultures and people I've known for most of my adult life, but I've also been enthinged by the public reputation I've established. In our cases, religion was not only a private matter, but also came with history, community and important identity. The faith was private, but the baggage was public and was in some ways more
psychologically sticky. When he decided to come out as an atheist and resign from his Christian job, he sent more than 50 letters to people to inform them of the change. It was fun and painful to see some of the answers he received. Although some people remained good friends, many tried to confront the rejection of his faith (and their
religion) by saying the following kinds of things. You must reject your faith because: you do not want authority; or, you want to live a sinful life; or, you like to press problems; or you are arrogant; or you have been severely affected by Christians; or you are disappointed that your prayers have not been answered; or, you are an angry
person; or you were seduced by scientists; or you do not know what love means; Or maybe you weren't even a true Christian. No matter the truth, Untrue of these statements, Barker says they are all addressed to an attack on a person, and none of them seriously tries to understand or grapple with the reasons he gave because he no
longer believed in the Bible or the god of the Bible. Barker lost faith when he started reading and doubting what was being made to him. But no one in his colleagues was willing to engage with him in the debate about historical accuracy, textual critics. or contradictions. Using his godly brain meant he was evil. I certainly shared the same
sense of frustration and frustration at the willingness of the faithful to engage in debate with reason and the fact to examine the arguments about the truth. At that moment, the book really started to take off for me. Barker spends a lot of time explaining why he's an atheist. It was refreshing for me to think of familiar things and convincingly
entering myself in detail in areas from which I had never faced myself. Examples of the known: Numbers mean nothing in themselves. To claim that Christianity must be true because so many people believe it is pointless. Millions of people may be wrong (and have been in the past). And if the numbers confirm the truth, what about the
millions of people who believe in religions that oppose Christianity (such as Islam and Judaism). Personal experience proves nothing. It is good to document that by interpreting personal experiences we create meaning, but these interpretations can be wrong and we can have experiences that are caused by a whole range of things.
Saying, This must be true because I've been through this! You can easily get away with: I had an experience proving that it's not true! As a believer, I have often used Josh McDowell's books to defend the case of Christianity, particularly jesus' historical emis, and the evidence of resurrection. Barker carefully drives the carriage and horses
through such material. It seemed particularly sad that many liberal Christians would also agree with Barker about the intellectual inadequacy of the evangelical case. The material has been here for years, but I and many others have been too willing to accept second-hand knowledge and not look at the foundation for it. Examples of
material that I personally found compelling, new and challenging:There is no external historical confirmation for new stories, and the stories themselves are contradictory. Barker takes us through references to Jesus in later secular historians and shows the patience of evidence. The reference to Jesus in Joseph (so beloved by
evangelicals) magically appears in joseph's versions two centuries after Josephus wrote it. The historical Jesus is a much more shady figure than evangelicals would want to believe. Barker also shows that the narratives of resurrection are contradictory and non-conver the world. It often challenges to write a simple narrative of
resurrection, using every simple detail from the New Testament, without excluding a single detail. Both atheists and believers could learn from this book. Unfortunately, I know that very few of the latter will be able to read it. It deserves widespread readership among the faithful, even because of Barker's authority. He knew that Christianity
formed the interior. He knows the Bible from the inside and can quote a chapter and a verse. Because he was charismatic, he knew about religious experiences in a big way. Nevertheless, despite this knowledge, the development began to reproduce when he began to think outside the context of his culture and make the kind of thinking
that helped civilisation move forward for millions of years. ... several At the Freedom From Religion Foundation 2008 convention in Chicago last October, the co-president of the Foundation Dan Barker spoke (and sang and played) about the power of music, his writing, debate and the new book Godless. His comments are surpassed here.
I think music is immortal if it's nothing else. The music transcends. I play the piano in a lot of bands in Madison, Wis., mostly jazz bands. Sometimes it's a group made up of musicians of all kinds of different religious views (although in Madison, most of them are quite liberal and in fact many members of the group have joined the Freedom
From Religion Foundation over the years). But you never know. Some of them are right wings, some are very religious and some people who I don't like so much. But when the music starts, it's all gone. Suddenly we're part of that thing - song, music, whatever it is. When we look at it, we smile and we know it. It gives the illusion of
transcendence, as if it's a wonderful thing out there. Have you ever been to a concert and you feel it? We know it's an illusion (most of us, probably), but it's an illusion to live for. When you're in the right group at the right time and you're playing the right song, it's amazing. Yip Harburg has been dead for more than 20 years, and yet his
poems... How many of you have ever sung Over the Rainbow? Oh, my God, how does this song just come into us and move on? It's a kind of immortality, a natural form of immortality. I'm talking about this thing in Godless. In the last chapter of the book - which is my favourite, so save it for the end - I mention how our world has been
immensely enriched by contributions from incredible artists, writers, novels and others who have created beauty. And you'd be surprised. On the list of all these famous songs in history, I wonder: What do they have in common? They were all written by non-believers. We owe a lot to people like Yip Harburg and Irving Berlin, who called
himself agnostic. He didn't believe in God, but he wrote God bless America. Find out. He believed in money. He told his daughter he hated Christmas, but he wrote White Christmas. He knew. It's going to be a big hit. He didn't believe it, but he wrote. We certainly owe a huge debt not only to science, but also to artists. Of course, science
has enriched our lives, but think about art. Giuseppe Verdi was an altar boy who grew up to say avoid priests. He didn't believe it at all. His wife, who was a nominal believer, was surprised. He's such a good man! He's so generous! But he doesn't believe in God! She couldn't figure it out. He's been a bit of a church. In his day, he was quite
an antichrik. When I first read about godless in books about borders, I noticed that two or three years ago, if you were looking for atheist, you would find it in the religion section. But today, at least on the borders of our city, there is a department for atheism. I remember the first time I brought someone to Jesus Christ. I was 16. It was my
job to be a soulwinner, because Jesus is coming soon, and i can do it tonight. What if you died now and you weren't ready to go to heaven? What if you died now, and Jesus came, and you weren't ready? I just wanted to make sure you could be one of those guys who's ready. I really believed it. I was 15 when I got a call to the Ministry.
When I got in the car, they told me I was the new head of the soulful team. They heard that I was a young Christian who could replace the original leader who got sick. You should train the children of local churches to win souls. I've never done this before, but I thought, God called me. I'il do it! One Saturday morning, a nice sunny day, we
went out to the park. Behind me was these high school students watching people come to Christ. They were kind of scared. I went to see a guy who was riding his bike across the park and he said, Excuse me! I came all the way from California to talk to you about Jesus. He stopped and looked at me, and I said, Are you a Christian? He
said, No, I'm Catholic. He spins the pedals of his bike, like, you know, What is this? But he didn't leave, so I said to him, If he died now, would you go to heaven or go to hell? I don't know, he said. I hope I go to heaven. Aha! I said it. Then if you don't know, you don't know! You may know if you accept Jesus in your heart. You want to know
if you're going to heaven? He said that, and I suggested that we pray there in the park: I confess my sins, and I accept you, your death on the cross, as payment for my sins. And then I looked up and said, Are you saved now? And he said, Yes. I think so. Together we said, Comamed God! And he rode off, and the high school kids were
very upset. They all shoved into the park. Think of poor people. You've got a day off and he's going to take his picnic blanket to the park and we're coming. Also He was the first of many, and I've done a lot, standing in the streets and standing on benches in the park with an accordion and going to churches and going to people in the
streets and knocking on doors and doing all that. I loved it. I thought it was wonderful. There are four divisions in Godless. The first is called The Rejection of God and his third chapter is Fallout, which happened in my life after I became an atheist. Chapter Four is The New Call, which is a lot of new material. These are the lessons of the
debate cycle. To date, as an atheist, I have held 64 public debates. I don't know if anyone's counting, but maybe it's a record. My goal is to get to 100 debates. When you think you've heard everything, you realize you're not. After a long debate in Delaware, a man came and said, So, Mr. Barker, are you gay? For a few seconds I was
speechless and kind of mummy the answer that I'm not gay and that I didn't see the importance of a debate topic. I realized later that I should have said No, I didn't, but now that I've met you... ... The middle two sections of the godless are Why I am an atheist: that is philosophy and What's Wrong With Christianity: criticism of the Bible,
resurrection and such things, which is useful ammunition against fundamentalists who believe that the Bible is literally true. Almost no one in the church knows anything about the Bible. They're surprised when you tell them things and they'll say, That's not in the Bible! What kind of Bible do you read? And I say, Which Bible don't you read?
Because look at this; It's right there. The last part: Life is good!, has three chapters. One of them explains our Supreme Court action, the decision on Hein. He mentions Rich Bolton, our lawyer, probably the leading expert on a faith-based initiative. And then Adventures in Atheism, in which I am on a list of other clergy like me who have
seen the light. I tell 25 short stories of other former priests of different denooles. The first story is about Dick Hewetson (attending his 28th FFRF convention). Dick Hewetson was an episconie priest and one of the funniest guys I know. Paul Heffron was a priest of the United Church of Christ. I say in the book that Paul and I share notes,
literally, because he's also a very good jazz pianist. Before my book went to print, I don't know if it was a miracle or not, i was called by a former imam, a Muslim who is now an atheist/agnostic. He lives in the UK and refused to give me his name. He said you could call me Ali. He told me his story, which I briefly sum up. It's so nice, he
said, talking to you. You're the guy I'm supposed to hate so much. It's so refreshing to be a human being and to take down these walls that separate people. Faith is so indivisible. It was almost a tearful phone call. The last chapter, my favorite, is called Life and Death is important. This is The story of the day our daughter Sabrina was born.
Sabrina helped me to be the proof of this chapter because it's a story about her. Annie Laurie almost died, and she'd die without medical science, and Sabrina would have died. We went through a really traumatic experience, and when it was over, i realized that not once in that time did any of us think about lured to God. What have we
complained about? The best health care we could get, that's what we've got, and of course luck. In 2006, I had a TV debate with William Lane Craig. He's one of the better Christian apologists. Then he gave me a pamklet, five reasons to believe it and four reasons why it makes a difference. One of the reasons that makes a difference (he
says) is that without God life makes no sense. I think we'd better believe it. Maybe there's no evidence, maybe there's no good argument, but I have to have meaning in life! I later e-mailed Craig to stress that no, there is no point in living, and we shouldn't wish it was. If there was meaning, it would eat life. That would mean we were tools
or slaves to something else. That would make us second, that would make us less than real. There is no sense of life; life is our own reward. Life is life. Life is what it is. If I were a god, he doesn't ask himself, What's the meaning of my life? It just exists, doesn't it? Only his life has meaning. It's the same with us. But to say that there's no
sense of life is that we don't say there's no sense in life. As long as there are difficulties to solve, hunger for less, inequality to eradicate, knowledge of acquisition and beauty to create, there will be great importance in life. Just because life isn't meaningful in the end doesn't mean it's not instantly meaningful. Carl Sagan spoke at the
university - his widow, Ann Druyan, told us this story - and answered questions after. The student came up to the microphone and said, But, Mr. Sagan, if what you're saying is true, if everything they taught me to believe is not true, then what's the significance of my life? Carl looked at the student and said, Do something important. If you
want meaning in life, do something important. Do something different. Difference.
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